Contents
1 Socio-Economic Profile

2

2 PPG17 Typology Summary

3

Type 1: Parks & Gardens

3

Type 2: Natural & Semi-Natural Urban Greenspaces

4

Type 3: Green Corridors

5

Type 4: Outdoor Sports Facilities

6

Type 5: Amenity Greenspace

8

Type 6: Provision for Children & Teenagers

9

Type 7: Allotments, Community Gardens & Urban Farms

10

Type 8: Cemeteries & Churchyards

11

Type 9: Accessible Countryside in Urban Fringe Areas

12

Type 10: Civic Spaces

13

3 Conclusion

14

Appendices
A Quality Report

16

B Outdoor Sports Facilities Report (Type 4)

17

C Provision for Children & Teenagers Report (Type 6)

20

D Potential Future Site Upgrade Information

22

Open Spaces Summary Report: Wilmslow

1 Socio-Economic Profile
1 Socio-Economic Profile
1.1
Wilmslow has been identified as a Key Service Centre in the Council's
Determining the Settlement Hierarchy study and is situated about 16km south of
central Manchester. It has around 22,530 residents living in about 9,728 households.
The age structure of the town is fairly similar to that of Cheshire East as a whole,
although there are more children - aged five to 14 - and more people in their 30s and
40s when compared to the Cheshire East average.
1.2 The town has a number of distinct areas and neighbourhoods. There is some
degree of physical separation between different areas of the town, as it is bisected
by a number of physical features including the River Bollin, the A34 bypass and the
West Coast Main Line. The A34 originally ran through the centre of Wilmslow until
the bypass was opened in the mid 1990s. This affects accessibility locally but
strategically Wilmslow has good transport connections by road, bus and rail.
1.3 A large number of residents work in Manchester, with other significant commuter
flows to Stockport and Macclesfield. Within Wilmslow town centre, there is a fairly
strong office sector and other large out of town office parks such as Refuge House.
43.4 per cent of the jobs in Wilmslow are in the ‘Banking, Finance and Insurance etc’
sector.
1.4 Wilmslow is tightly bounded by Green Belt and there are areas of flood risk
surrounding the River Bollin, the River Dean and Whitehall Brook. Some parts of
the town are covered by Conservation Area designations. The River Bollin corridor,
in particular the Carrs, connects with the National Trust's area of ownership including
Styal Mill and associated country park.
1.5 Wilmslow has a good range of local services and facilities and has a number
of independent, specialist and high-end shops and numerous cafés, restaurants and
drinking establishments.
1.6 Wilmslow is part of the Wilmslow Local Area Partnership, which includes
Alderley Edge and Handforth.
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2 PPG17 Typology Summary
Type 1: Parks & Gardens
Quantity
2.1 There are two facilities in this category: Lacey Green Park (4WLG) is a formal
urban park with seating and flower beds, open grassland, BMX track and children's
play area; and the War Memorial Gardens (16WH) are formal gardens adjoining the
River Bollin and St Bartholomew's Church.
2.2 The Carrs also acts as a town park and urban fringe country park with its
woodland and riverside walks and large children's play area.

Quality
2.3 Lacey Green Park was assessed as average quality due to problems with litter
but the War Memorial Garden is a good quality well maintained site that creates an
attractive setting for the Wilmslow War Memorial.

Accessibility
2.4 Lacey Green Park serves residents in the north of Wilmslow and the Memorial
Gardens and The Carrs are in a central location easily accessible on foot and by
public transport. Residents in south west Wilmslow and on the eastern edges of the
town are at a distance of more than 1km from a park.

Biodiversity
2.5 The wilder areas of the War Memorial Gardens along side the River Bollin add
to the habitat diversity. The grassland areas of Lacey Green Park offer opportunities
for boundary planting linking in with the existing trees.

Issues
2.6 Residents in the south-west of Wilmslow and on the eastern edges of the town
have a poor standard of accessibility to park facilities and are at a distance of more
than 1km from a park.

Recommendations
Investigate whether accessibility to park facilities can be improved for residents
in the south-west and eastern edges of Wilmslow.
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Type 2: Natural & Semi-Natural Urban Greenspaces
Quantity
2.7
Wilmslow has 13 facilities in this category: ten main typology and three
secondary typology. Natural and semi-natural urban green space forms the second
highest category of open space due to the River Bollin, Lindow Common and areas
of grassland and woodland. The main strategic sites in Wilmslow are Lindow Common
(11WMS) and Wilmslow Park (17WH). The Dean Row area has areas of woodland
and grassland: Wilmslow Park Road (1WDR), woodland and cycle way adjacent the
A34 bypass (2cWDR), Hazelwood Road (7WDR), Budworth Walk adjacent A34
(9aWDR) and adjacent A34 bypass (31HA). Other sites have semi-natural areas in
association with their main function such as the wild areas of Old Road Allotment
site (12WH) and the woodland fringe of Clough Avenue Playing Fields (5WLG).
2.8 Lindow Common is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, a Local Nature Reserve
and an important local resource for walking and informal recreation. The site has
lowland heathland, woodland and a small lake - Black Lake. The famous Lindow
Man was discovered in a nearby peat bog. Lindow Common is managed by the
Ranger Service of Cheshire East Council.
2.9 Wilmslow Park is a mixture of semi-improved grassland and semi-natural
woodland. The River Bollin runs through the site, which adds to the network of paths
and areas for informal recreation. Carrs Park also has the River Bollin, areas of
woodland and grassland and a network of paths.

Quality
2.10 There are six good quality sites, five of average quality and two poor quality.
The average and poor quality sites suffer from problems with litter or have a lack of
facilities such as seating or clear access points.

Accessibility
2.11 The main sites are in central Wilmslow and in the west. Residents in the
south-west of Wilmslow are beyond the 5 to 10 minutes walking threshold.

Biodiversity
2.12 There are opportunities to enhance these natural green spaces as the variety
of woodland and grassland areas adds to wildlife diversity. Positive management is
vital for the preservation and enhancement of the lowland heathland at Lindow
Common.
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Issues
2.13 There is no access to natural and semi-natural open space for residents in
south-west Wilmslow. It is important to preserve and enhance the lowland heathland
at Lindow Common.

Recommendations
Consider how to improve access to natural and semi-natural open space for
residents in south-west Wilmslow.

Type 3: Green Corridors
Quantity
2.14 There are only five sites in this category, all of which are footpaths/cycleways,
some with woodland, which run through the Dean Row and Colshaw areas of
Wilmslow: Blackden Walk (28HA), adjacent to the Railway, Manchester Road
(2aWDR), rear of Turnberry Drive (5WDR), Pinewood Road (6WDR) and adjacent
the A34 bypass (2cWDR).
2.15 The Bollin Valley Way runs along the River Bollin though Wilmslow Park and
the Carrs, through the centre of Wilmslow.
2.16 The River Dean forms the northern boundary of Wilmslow and separates the
town from Handforth.
2.17 In regard to Public Rights of Way provision Wilmslow benefits from a relatively
high density of public bridleways and restricted byways in the Lindow area to the
west of the town. The southern part of the town has no Public Rights of Way provision,
whilst in the north there are a number of public footpaths providing access to schools,
the leisure centre and the Carrs park.

Quality
2.18

In terms of quality, four were assessed as average and one as good.

Accessibility
2.19 The main green corridor is the River Bollin going through the centre of
Wilmslow from east to west, which can be accessed by residents in central Wilmslow.
The Dean Row and Colshaw areas have a green corridor network but residents in
the south west of Wilmslow and on the northern edges have poor access to green
corridors.
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Biodiversity
2.20 There are opportunities for biodiversity through boundary planting along the
green corridors.

Issues
2.21

Residents in the south-west of Wilmslow have poor access to green corridors.

Recommendations
Investigate whether access to green corridors can be improved for residents in
south-west Wilmslow.

Type 4: Outdoor Sports Facilities
Quantity
2.22 Outdoor sports facilities form the largest category of open space in Wilmslow
with over 50ha, but only 21.97ha are actively available for public use and used - see
Appendix B Outdoor Sports Facilities Report (Type 4), representing 0.98ha per 1,000
resident population - a shortage of 14ha. The main municipal sites are at Altrincham
Road (2WMS), Clough Avenue Playing Fields (5WLG), Jim Evison Playing Field
(5WMS) and Wilmslow Leisure Centre (AWH). School sites such as Wilmslow High
School (1WH) play a significant role as do various local schools. Community use of
the following private facilities is also very important: Kings Road, home to Wilmslow
Rugby Club (4WMS); Oakwood Farm (6WMS) with Wilmslow Phoenix Sports Club
- home to Wilmslow Albion Football Club, Wilmslow Hockey Club, Wilmslow Lacrosse
Club and Wayfarers Cricket Club; Upcast Lane (23AE) home to Wilmslow Junior
Football Club and local bowling clubs and tennis clubs.
2.23 Wilmslow has the following publicly accessible outdoor sports facilities in
active use:
eight adult / senior football pitches - comprising one school, one private and six
municipal. The school pitch is a large artificial pitch that can be split into three
medium pitches. Three of the municipal pitches are at Jim Evison Playing Fields.
11 seven a-side/junior football pitches - five municipal, one private and five on
school sites where dual use occurs;
12 tennis courts - nine are privately owned;
three cricket pitches;
four netball / basketball courts - a multi-use area at Wilmslow High School
available for hire;
four lacrosse pitches;
two hockey pitches;
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four rugby pitches - including two municipal pitches at the Jim Evison Playing
Field; and
four bowling greens.
2.24 Other outdoor sports facilities not actively used include school facilities at
local primary schools, private schools and at Wilmslow High School.
2.25 The following football teams regularly use the public sites: Wilmslow Sports,
Hale United, Wilmslow Town and Wilmslow Albion. There has been a big rise in the
number of junior football teams. Wilmslow Sport has 13 teams with five of these
teams playing on two separate municipal pitches. They have found alternative
arrangements with local primary and secondary schools in the area, which includes
a female team whose requirements are facilitated at Wilmslow High School.
2.26 Wilmslow Town FC consists of 15 junior teams and one senior team; there
are 13 teams at the Jim Evison Playing Field site due to the club instigating and
arranging the creation of the new 9v9 pitch and accommodating two mini soccer
pitches. However, they expect to increase by at least another two or three teams
next season. Car parking at Jim Evison is not consistent to the number of teams
playing on this site at any one time and it is over-spilling onto the adjoining main
road.
2.27 There may be opportunities to create additional pitches at Land Lane and
Altrincham Road.

Quality
2.28 In Appendix B Outdoor Sports Facilities Report the quality of each pitch,
bowling green and so on is assessed ranging from poor to good. The overall standard
of outdoor sports provision in Wilmslow is good and the quality of the 65 separate
outdoor facilities listed in the appendix is summarised as:
42 good
16 average
seven poor
2.29 The poor quality facilities include an old and neglected site at the Carrs with
a bowling green and three tennis courts.

Accessibility
2.30 Most areas of Wilmslow are within 20 minutes drive time of a strategic site.
The main facilities are fairly well distributed across the town with the Leisure Centre
in the centre, Clough Avenue in the north, Jim Evison to the west of Wilmslow and
Wilmslow High School to the south. Some eastern and south western areas of
Wilmslow are on the edge of the 15 to 20 minute walking distance threshold of a
local pitch facility.
Open Spaces Summary Report: Wilmslow
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Biodiversity
2.31 Some schools have wildlife/garden areas. The larger strategic sites have
space to develop wildlife areas where appropriate.

Issues
2.32 There is a shortage in outdoor provision and residents in south-western and
eastern areas of Wilmslow have limited access to a local pitch facility.

Recommendations
Address the need for additional pitch facilities and provision of additional pitches
at Altrincham Road and Land Lane.
Consider how to improve access to local pitch facilities for residents in south-west
and eastern areas of Wilmslow.

Type 5: Amenity Greenspace
Quantity
2.33 Wilmslow has 28 sites in this category: 18 primary typology and ten secondary
typology. The sites vary with small amenity areas of grass, shrubs and trees that
green the residential environment; small pocket parks such as the Romany Memorial
Garden in Wilmslow town centre (DWH); areas of landscaping and larger multi-use
sites including playgrounds and parks at Oakenclough Centre (25HA), Colshaw Drive
(27HA), Alveston Drive (2bWDR), Hawthorn Street (2WH), Fulshaw Park (8WF),
Brown's Lane (4WDR) and Turnberry Drive (5WDR).

Quality
2.34 In terms of quality 14 were assessed as good, 11 average and three poor.
The sites that scored average often needed added facilities to improve the quality,
such as seating and bins.

Accessibility
2.35 Some northern, south-western and eastern areas of Wilmslow have more
limited access to amenity green space being at the edge of the 5 to 10 minutes
walking distance threshold.

Biodiversity
2.36 Some of the larger amenity areas offer opportunities for varied planting and
the creation of wildlife habitats.
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Issues
2.37 Some densely populated areas of Wilmslow have low amounts of internal
green space and are on the edge of the 5 to 10 minutes walking threshold.

Recommendations
Increase the provision of amenity green space in the higher density residential
areas of Wilmslow.

Type 6: Provision for Children & Teenagers
Quantity
2.38 Wilmslow has 4.73ha of children's play space, representing 0.21ha per 1,000
resident population, leaving a shortfall of 0.39ha per 1,000 - a shortage of 8.8ha.
The provision consists of 14 sites with 27 facilities varying from playgrounds and
kickabouts to skateparks and multi-use games areas (MUGAs) - see Appendix C
Provision for Children & Teenagers Report (Type 6). The provision can be
summarised as:
ten playgrounds
seven kickabouts
two multi-use games areas (MUGAs)
three skateparks/BMX ramps
five other facilities including two swings, basketball hoop, in-line skate area and
climbing frame
2.39 Boddington's Play Area (12aWH) is in a central location in the Carrs and
serves the whole of Wilmslow. Colshaw Drive/Picton Drive (27HA) is the main open
space serving the Colshaw area and has a variety of teenage facilities. Lacey Green
Park (4WLG) serves the Lacey Green/northern area of Wilmslow. Brown's Lane
(4WDR) is a large site serving the Dean Row area of Wilmslow. Other sites are
small local play areas/pocket parks such as Fulshaw Park (8WF), Hawthorn Street
(2WH), and Alveston Drive (2bWDR).

Quality
2.40 The quality of the sites range from poor to excellent. Some sites have
benefited from funds from the Playbuilder Scheme such as Fulshaw Park and Lacey
Green Park. There is one excellent site, ten good, 14 average and three poor. Over
50 per cent of the facilities score average and poor as many of the sites are subject
to heavy use and some need updating.
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Accessibility
2.41 Children's play facilities are fairly evenly distributed across Wilsmlow. However
some areas in the west, including Pownhall Park, and east, including Dean Row, are
beyond the 5 to 10 minutes walking distance threshold and residents in south-west
Wilmslow do not have access to a large facility.

Biodiversity
2.42 Opportunities for biodiversity exist in the larger strategic sites and some of
the neighbourhood parks, where there is space to develop wildlife areas and put up
bird boxes.

Issues
2.43 There is a shortage of children's play facilities in Wilmslow. Some areas in
the west and east of Wilmslow are beyond the 5 to 10 minutes walking threshold and
residents in south-west Wilmslow do not have access to a large site. Over 50 per
cent of the facilities are average to poor quality.

Recommendations
Address the shortage in children's play provision particularly for residents in
western and eastern parts and in south-west Wilmslow.
Endeavour to upgrade poor quality sites through available funding mechanisms.

Type 7: Allotments, Community Gardens & Urban Farms
Quantity
2.44 There are four allotment facilities in Wilmslow: Lincoln Road/Picton Drive
(10WDR) a private site; Old Road/Cliff Lane (12WH) is a council owned site; Land
Lane (8WH) is also Council owned and Gorsey Bank/Altrincham Road (1WMS) is
attached to Gorsey Bank Primary School. There is a large demand for allotments
in Wilmslow with long waiting lists.

Quality
2.45

All the sites are good quality well maintained sites.

Accessibility
2.46 The Old Road/Cliff Lane site is in a central location near the Carrs and
Boddington Play Area, Land Lane is on the south-eastern edge of Wilmslow, Gorsey
Bank is in the west and Picton Drive in the north-east. There are no allotment facilities
in the south-west of Wilmslow.
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Biodiversity
2.47 Old well established allotments add to the biodiversity of an area. The Old
Road site adds to the diversity of the Bollin Valley with its boundary of mature
woodland and wild areas. There are opportunities to improve biodiversity on sites
with boundary planting.

Issues
2.48 There is a shortage of allotment facilities in Wilmslow, particularly in the
south-west.

Recommendations
Address the need for additional allotment facilities.

Type 8: Cemeteries & Churchyards
Quantity
2.49 There are four main facilities in this category: the cemetery on Manchester
Road (13WDR); St Bartholomew's Church (15WH), a historic church and graveyard
on a slightly elevated site above the River Bollin; Brown's Lane cemetery (3WDR),
a peaceful ancient cemetery; and St John's Church and graveyard at Lindow (3WF).

Quality
2.50

All the facilities are good quality.

Accessibility
2.51 The cemetery on Manchester Road is in the north of Wilmslow and St
Bartholomew's is in a central location adjacent Wilmslow town centre. Both sites
have good access and are accessible by public transport.

Biodiversity
2.52 St Bartholomew's Church has mature trees and all the cemeteries and
graveyards have some landscaping that contribute to biodiversity. These peaceful
sites are particularly good for wildlife.

Issues
2.53 These important landmarks with associated green spaces need to be protected
and maintained. St Bartholomew's Church is a prominent landmark and the open
space links with the Carrs and the Bollin Valley.

Open Spaces Summary Report: Wilmslow
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Recommendations
Protect and maintain important churches and graveyards/cemeteries.

Type 9: Accessible Countryside in Urban Fringe Areas
Quantity
2.54 Wilmslow has three main facilities that provide access to countryside on the
urban fringes: Lindow Common (11WMS), Wilmslow Park (17WH) and The Carrs,
which have already been mentioned under Parks and Natural and Semi-Natural
Urban Greenspace. The Carrs is an extensive area of land that was purchased in
1935 by the Wilmslow Urban District Council to mark the Jubilee of King George V.
The Carrs follows the River Bollin and connects with Styal Country Park and the
wider footpath network northwards to the River Dean. There are riverside and
woodland walks and extensive areas of grassland and picnic areas. The Boddington
Play Area, car park and Parish Hall are located at the eastern town centre end of
the park. There is also additional parking at Twinnies Bridge.

Quality
2.55

All the sites are good quality well maintained sites.

Accessibility
2.56 The three facilities are all in a central location extending from Lindow Common
in the west, the Carrs and finally Wilmslow Park. Residents in the north-east and
south-west of Wilmslow have the furthest to travel to these sites.

Biodiversity
2.57 All three sites offer varied opportunities for biodiversity with different habitats
ranging from the protected lowland heathland of Lindow Common to the mature
areas of woodland along the River Bollin in the Carrs.

Issues
2.58 There is limited access to countryside facilities for residents in north-east and
southwest Wilmslow.

Recommendations
Improve access to countryside facilities for residents in north-east and south-west
Wilmslow.
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Type 10: Civic Spaces
Quantity
2.59 Wilmslow town centre has pedestrianised areas of Grove Street and various
pocket parks, which have been discussed under the Amenity Greenspace section,
such as the Romany Memorial Garden (DWH) and Sparrow Park (CWH).
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3 Conclusion
3 Conclusion
3.1 Shortages exist in outdoor sports provision, with a usable adult provision of
0.98ha per 1,000 resident population - a shortage of 14ha - and a lack in children's
play provision with a supply of 0.21 ha per 1,000 resident population - a shortage of
8.8ha. Generally open space provision is poorer in the south-west and in some
eastern and northern areas of Wilmslow and there are specific shortages for some
types of open space as listed.
3.2

The following points are detailed recommendations.
Investigate whether accessibility to park facilities can be improved for residents
in the south-west and eastern edges of Wilmslow.
Consider how to improve access to natural and semi-natural open space for
residents in south-west Wilmslow.
Investigate whether access to green corridors can be improved for residents in
south-west Wilmslow.
Address the need for additional pitch facilities and the provision of additional
pitches at Altrincham Road and Land Lane.
Consider how to improve access to local pitch facilities for residents in south
west and eastern areas of Wilmslow.
Increase the provision of amenity green space in the higher density residential
areas of Wilmslow.
Address the shortage in children's play provision particularly for residents in
western and eastern parts and in south-west Wilmslow.
Endeavour to upgrade poor quality children's play sites through available funding.
Address the need for additional allotment facilities.
Protect and maintain important churches and graveyards/cemeteries.
Improve access to countryside facilities for residents in north-east and south-west
Wilmslow.
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Appendix D Potential Future Site Upgrade Information
There is no information on potential future site upgrades.
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