
Wilmslow Landscape Character Assessment   

 

Chonar 
Landscape Character Area: B1 

Landscape Character Type: Lower Farms and Woods 

Key characteristics  

¶ A gently undulating pastoral landscape 

¶ Medium sized, irregular fields divided by 

hedgerows with abundant hedgerow trees 

¶ Strong rural character despite the urban fringe 

location 

¶ Alderley Edge Golf Course occupies a large area 

and is associated with mature tree planting 

¶ Hedgerows and field ponds provide important 

ecological resources 

¶ Transport infrastructure bisects the landscape 

but has limited impact on character 

 

Figure 1. Davenport Green Ơ looking across Alderley Edge Golf 
Course to the Butterfly Bank 
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Landscape Character 
This area of gently undulating farmland (68-94 AOD) 

between Wilmslow and Alderley Edge takes its name 

from Chonar Farm at the junction of Hough Lane and 

Heyes Lane on the boundary between Wilmslow and 

Alderley Edge. The two settlements almost converge 

at Davenport Green to the west of the LCA and this 

section (Fig. 1), with a distinctive topography and 

primary land-use (Alderley Edge Golf Course) differs 

in character from the more open expanse of farmland 
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rural in character, with the urban edge formed from 

mature gardens and trees which help to reduce the 

urban influence on the landscape.  

This is a pastoral landscape of medium sized, 

irregular fields bounded by Hawthorn hedgerows 

with abundant hedgerow trees, principally Oak. There 

is a mixture of medieval, post medieval and modern 

enclosure and in places remnant hedgerow trees 
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identify former enclosure patterns1. Field ponds are 

numerous. The woodland at Alderley Edge in the 

south forms a prominent view out of the area (Fig. 2). 

 

 

Figure 2 Wooded slopes of Alderley Edge dominate views to the 
south 

The landscape is bisected by the railway and bypass 

but neither have a significant impact on character 

beyond the transport corridor. 

                                                           
1 Cheshire County Council, 2008, Cheshire Landscape 
Character Assessment 

Landscape Ecology  
The Whitehall Brook plays a prominent role in the 

ecology of the Chonar landscape (Fig.3). 

 

 

Figure 3 The Whitehall Brook Ơ a functional ecological corridor 

 It is fed by the Pott Brook, which rises at Hare Hill 

and skirts the northern fringe of Alderley Edge. 

Beyond the Wilmslow Bypass, the Whitehall Brook 

emerges as a substantial stream which meanders 

through the Alderley Edge Golf Course to the open 

country beyond Brook Lane. The poorly drained 

alluvial soils associated with the brook support 

rushy pastures and wet meadows with patches of 

Cuckoo Flower, a food source for the Orange Tip 

Butterfly (Fig.4). 


